May 28, 1965 


ee 


Mr.derry Cohen | 
228 North Beverly Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 


Deer Jerry? 


I am returning herewith the Maryland six pence 
forwarded to me on May 26,1965. It is, in my opinion, 
a forgery. it weighs 53 grains, which is far in ex¢eess 
of the 3) grains which it should weigh. It has a specifie 
gravity of 8.8,which is fer less than the specific gravity 
of 10 which it should have. It is virtually identical 
in color, quality, and appesrance to another faise Maryland 
six pence which I examined in 1959 which weighed kl grains 
and which had an 8.8 specifie gravity. 


This enclosed specimen has a scratch mark in 
the field at 8 o'clock which is cast rather than actual 
and if I recall, correctly, so did the specimen I saw 
in 1959. 


I conelude, therefore, that these are dangerous 
casts and should be destroyed or so marked, 


It is always a pleasure to be of help and I 
would appreciate knowing the source of this coin. 


Sincerely yours, 


oe 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN /atb 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Baltimore, Maryland 


MISSING COINS 


April 3, 1974 


Below is a description of rare Maryland Colonial coins possibly stolen in this 
jurisdiction. Refer to Central Complaint No. 1C-43715. 
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Standish Barry Silver Three Pence. Genuine. One of three best seen. About very 
fine; minor i 
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Baltimore Silver Shilling. Usual variety. Plugged, neatly, otherwise fine for 
piece. 
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Baltimore Silver Shilling. British Museum cOpy. 
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Baltimore Silver Six Pence. 


British Museum copy. 
on edge very clear. 


This electrotype with ''R"! 





Baltimore Silver Groat. Usual variety. 


Die break at shield to right, on reverse. 
About very good; crudely pierced. 
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Chalmers Silver Six Pence. 1783. Large reverse letters; Crosby Plate IX, 
No. 8. 
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Chalmers Silver Shilling. Same variety, short worm. Poor, pierced. 
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Cecil Calvert & Anna Arundelia, silver medal made with mounting attachment. 


Anyone having information which may lead to the recovery of the aforementioned 
items is requested to notify the Baltimore Police Department, Criminal Investiga- 
tion Division, Property Crimes Section, 396-2650. 


Donald D. Pomerleau, Police COmmissioOner 
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A / WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 
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September 16, 1975 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Dear Eric: 
Here is all of the information that I have on the Maryland penny. 


The original piece first discovered in 1819. Bindley, Dimsdale, 
Martin, Webster, Mickley, Bushnell, Parmlee, Brock, and Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania - now supposedly owned by John Ford. 


The Mint Cabinet supposedly had one. It was listed in the 1914 
Catalog as No. 15. This should now be in the Smithsonian. 


Boston Museum of Fine Arts is supposed to have a holed specimen 
that weighs 79 grains. When I mentioned this to you you said 
that the Massachusetts Historical Society does not have one 
(which is correct). You should, however, check with the Museum 
of Fine Arts. Contact Cornelius Vermule. 


More proofs went off to you this week. You are doing a fantastic 
Jeb. 
Sincerely, 


WESTERN PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. 


ae a 


Kenneth E. Bressett, Manager 
Whitman Coin Products 


KEB: jt 


P.S. The Red Book photo was, of course, taken from Bushnell. 


1220 Mound Avenue/Racine, Wisconsin 53404/ Telephone (414) 633-2431 


P.O. BOX 123 
; i a &. [ ALBERTSON, N. Y. 11507 
char 1cKer AREA CopE 516 * 621-0763 


SPECIALIZING IN EARLY U. S. AND COLONIAL COINS AND CURRENCY 
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to Gilbert Steinberg of I.d. he shilling was purchased ten or more years ago 
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a good many years age, cor Irom some sa 
Sut avon Gd bike tae info. There is an iE ing on,. this: time .between 
Anton and Fritz Weber. It seems that Anton soid Weber (as genuine) one of those 
Rosa sos with the D:G: REX obv., which Weber thinks is ctf (i Haven't seen it 
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Webe it on to you. Anton says that Weber switched the coin and 
wor same cne that he sold. Weber swears that it's the same coin. We dco 

know offered the shilling genuine to a local dealer for $17,000. 
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ae a sive. COLONIAL SOCLETY OF MASSACHUSETTS. . 





FEBRUARY MEETING, 1894. 


Statep Meertine of the Society was held in the Hall 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences on 
Wednesday, 21 February, 1894, at three o'clock in the 
afternoon. = 
The President haviug been unatvuidably detained from the 
meeting, Dr. Huxny 2. Quincy was cali ai te the chair. 
After the records of the previous meeting had been read. 
the following-named geutlemen were elected Resident 
Members : —— 


Joun BaRiTLetrt. ARTHUR LAWRENCE. 
Exrort Cyannrna CLARKE. Henry Warsrivce Tart. 
CuarpLtes Henry Davis. Daviw Rick WHITEY. 


Ai this stage of the proceedings the President entered the 
Hall. vane Dr. Quincy retired from the chair, which 
HAR 8 then t taken by Dr. GOULD. 
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THe Charter of Virginia of 1605, which established the owe coin 
nies. extending from 54 to 45 degrees of north latitude, called the 
first and the second, the one for the south and the otner for the 
sorth, contained the following section: — 


me ‘And that they shall or lawfully may establish and cause to be made 
a coin to pass currant there between the people of those several Colonies 
for the more Ease of Traffick and Bargaining between and amongst them _ 
and the Natives there of such Metal and in such Wistinet sont Borioe a: 
the ‘said several Councils there shall limit and appoint.” * 


1 The Federal and State Constitutions, Coin Charter an oter Organs 
Laws of the United States, Ben: ogee ae = 
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te grant was expressed in sree tenins and Cidtho: ade the 
nage to the alloy or weit of the English money then current, 


Sig second charter, 1609; to the first Colony — the Virgine: 


-Company —— which was supposed to enlarge the scope of the firct 


chatter did not: allude. to the right: of comage ia express térpis, 


hee Ve contained the eoulirmstion of that right in the following. 


words ?— 





and farther we do by these Presents refity and confirm wnto the 
said Treasurer and Company and their Suedessors all the Privileges, 
Franchises, Liberties, and Immunities pranted “in our former ictters 


patents, ‘and not ii these our Ectters patenis revoked, MED pote 


or abridged.” ae 


The third charter to Virginia, of 12 March, 1611-12 was” ee ee 
silent im regard to the right of issuing coin, but all privileges and 


franchises granted in former patents not expressly revoked were 
confirnied, «hich would seem.to have kept that right alive. 

A quo waz vanto haying been* brought against the Company for 
alleged misdemeanors, judgment was given im the King’s Bench. 
Lis 1624 im favor of the Crown, and Virginia awas bereft of her 
chartered rights.? 

Notwithstanding the jadement against the Company, we find 
that in 1645, while the civil war was still raging in Pngland, and 
it was doubtful whether victory would incline to the royal or par- 
liamentary cause, and almost seven years before the arrival of the 
pasent wy commissioners to reduce Vi ivginia toa modified ohe- 


dience to the Common eulth of England, an Act was passed in the 


Colony authorizing the coining of eopper pieces of the Value of iva 
pence, three pence, six pence; ina nine pence. and appointing Cap- 
tain John Upton mint-masters The Act begins os foilnys : +t Act 








Assembly havin g snaturely weighed ¢ & eonsidere a oy as ivaniageons 


‘ “Tue Governcr, { x ‘ouncil, and Burgissts of this present Grand 





4 qtoine current would be to this ‘cobony, pte. So Solis were 


suracke under that Act. ome coins: pea ower ery Malus ad bya 


s The Poderal ea State Cecahitatianke Célouia! Ch Werseand Giher Organic 
Laws of the United States, Ben: Perley Poore, tiv 1905— 
Narrative and Critical History of Aus rica, ii. 146; Political Satasls GL 
the United Celdties, George Chalmers, i, BBE? 5238 ae 
a rat Coins of America, Sylv ester S$. Orel p. 21. ao a 





- 218 THE COLONIAL cocinny OF MASSACHUSETTS. (PEs, 


legal enactment, and made legal ein in payment of debts. 
The last time that this was done by the Assembly was in i¢7%. 
when Lord Culpepper, then governor, declared that the right of 
regulating the value of foreign coins was a royal prerogative, and 
as representative of the King, he issued a proclamation te thai 
effect, annulling the act passed by the Assembly 

- In connection with Virginia a few words about the Bermudas er 
the Somers or Sowner’s islands, as they were then called, atter Sir 
George Somers, oie of the earliest visitors to the islands, and wae 
died there, may not be uninteresting. The Somers islands were 
supposed to he included in the Vizginia grant, although actually 
outside the lamiis of the patent. The right to the islands was sold 
by the general company to an under-company in 1612, aad a “Com- 

mission granted by us the undertakers for the Plantaton of Somer 
Islands,” was issued 27 April of that year.. In the Commission 
they establish the rates of wages to be paid to the laborers, and for 
their payment they add, “for which purpose by the next supplie 


there shall be a Coyne sent unto you with all convenient opportu- 


nitie together with the rates and value thereof.” ? 


In 1615 the Bermuda Company — a separate organization foils: - 


the Virginia Company — received a charter from King James I., 
which confirmed ihe coinage clause of the viges charter of 
1606. 


te And qed don Tatther tapaaiee cing aid successors give and grant 
to the said Governor and Company aud theire snecessors that the? chatt 
and lawfully may establish and cause fo bee made a Coyne to pase cu? 
rant in the said Somer islands betweene the Inhabitants there Jor Sie 
more ease of commerce and bargaining between them of such metall sod 


® 


in sucaz Manner and forme as the said Gor erner and Company in any of 


the said Gonerail Courts shall Jimitt and 1 -appoynt. le sae oe 


It is probable that the copper coins which have been found, bear- 
ing on the obverse the Roman numerals XJI. and Viz with a hog 
mn the centre (on account of the number of those animals. on the 


islands), and a6 words Sommerdpants,, and on Ses a . four- > 


¥ farly Coins of America, Splvester 3 Sobee. $3. 7 


* Mértoriais af the Discovery ond. Karly Settlement. of the Berne or - 


Semers Islands, Major-General Jobn He enry Lefroy, 1 Sign 2-5 
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+ /Phis order is interesting as stawiny that, alibough ui anus asc 
_ been suppressed, the New Engiand mouey was scili to be sone slaved 
_Jegal currency. 


~The charter of Nova Scotia, or as it was then called, New 


sieiiiand; of 1621, grants full power of coinage to Sir William 
_ Alexander: — ~ 


: ‘* Also, we, for ourselves and our successors, give and grant to the 

said Sir William and his aforesaids the free power of regulating and 
coining money for the freer commerce of those inhabiting the said prov- 
ince, of any metal, in what manner and of what form they shall choose 
and direct for the same.” ? 


The second charter, of 1625, confirms the right to coin, adding 
these words : — 


‘‘We give grant commit to them, or their heirs and assignes, leu- 
tenants of the said country [Lordship of New Scotland] the privilege of 
coining money with iron instruments, and with officers necessary for that 
purpose.” * 


No coins were struck. 

The grant of New Hampshire in 1629 from the Council of 
New Eng'and to Captain John Mason, assigned “all Prerogatives, 
Righis, Royalties, Jurisdictions, Privileges, Franchises, Liberties, 
* Preeminenses, etc,’ The jurisdiction of Mason was, however, not 
Roquiesced ia or allowed. 

The charter of Maryland, 1632, granted to Lord Baltimore the 
rights ef a Bishop ef Durham, “cum amplis Juribus, J urisdictio- 
nibus, Privilegis, Praerogativis, Libertatibus, etc., juribusque rega- 
lbas, ¢tc..” appertaining tc a Bishop of Durham.t That bishopric 


of the carly Council meetings. They are in manuscript, and in possession of 
tne American Antiquarian Society. They differ somewhat from the copies at 
the State House, which were procured from Eng!snd. 
1 Sir William Alexander and American Colonization (Prince Society’s Pub- 
ee ee p- 143. 
* Feld. p. 228. 
© Copa John aries the Founder of New Hampshire nie hans 
Publicasions), p p. 19%. 
* Vhe Federal and Siate Constitutions, Colonial Charters, and other Organic 
sews of the United States, Ben: Perley Poore, i. 812. “ 
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great quantity of Silver is coyned into peeees of diverse rates. 
and | sent ae er a Lo. Baltamore a: = 











to report the Sista t dticreot to the Counce”? . 5, ae 
Those coins be: wring on the oby erse Lord Baltimore s Dust, 


ne coat of arms sametnad bya easier with the words Crescite 
et Multiplicomini, do not seem to have been used in the Colony to Z 
any great extent until 1661. ma 
During the discussions, relative to establishing a maint in Mae. : 
land, by the Assembly from 1660 to 1662, “a memorandum” was 
made by the lower house, “that the dissenters to this vote dis- 
464 upon this cround, that they were not ent trely in‘ormed that 
tuy County Palatine of Dirham hed liberty to coin.”* The Act 
#8, however, passed in 3662, when it was voted “that the Lien 
teraud tzcneraii he desired to confirms that eacte in the Lord 
oprict ine’s name.” 4 | 3 
#18 grant-of the Province: of Maino } by Charles T., 1639, cou- or Pes oe. 
ming t the grant of 1622, made by the Conner of = eae. eS zs 
wives +o Sir Ferdinandc Gorges, — : oS 
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«+ AN the rights, privileges, Prerogatives, Royalties, etc., as the Bi 
of Vurbam within the Bishopricke or Countie Palatine of Doren in orcas 


1 The County of Durham, Joseph Richard Boyl PP. 68,74. 
2 arly Coins of America, Sylvester S. ¢ 
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Early Currency of Maryland 





THE LORD BALTIMORE SHILLING. ¥ oe 
Coin of Maryland Most Popular Among Collectors of Today, PBS oe ge 






. kA paper read before the Numismatic Society of Philadelphia in 1867, and wndoubsedy ra 
mich interest to the collector of today.— Ed.j 





To Maryland, settled by British subjects, was brought the. Giccney sf helt Z 
home, Silver-and. gold doubtless existed among them; althotigh thes amount 2 
could be but small, while the necessity of ‘constant remittances to the 
country for iccrcirani Aide : ever in demand: (and hence the imposs ) 
taining a currency of specie in a state of colonial dependance ; 
change in the actual value of the coin; the operation of ‘the laws ot. 
and demand being invariable. The inconveniences caused by the k f 
circulating medium the inhabitants sought to remedy. hy various exp 
and among them appear wampum and its congeners, tobacco, 
notes, and finally, bills of credit. Upon the nature, variet e: 
pum, it is not the present intention to dilate: the subjec 
historical collation, which it is hoped may by us, at sOme future 
formed. We therefore pass at once to the great staple, tobaces. 


A law of Maryland, passed. in 1639, five years after the first se 
therein, makes tobacco a legal tender, at the rate of five shillings: nei 
every thirty pounds of the staple, being at the rate of twopence per pound. 
To this result Virginia had led the way: in that proyince-in 1618, tobacco had 
been declared a legal tender at thrée shillings per pound, soon, however, fall- 
ing to a more moderate value. This was the standard at whic h, in 1620, wives 
were sold to the Virginia plantets; at prices ranging from one hundred iG one = 
hundred and fifty pounds of tobsece at “threepence per pound. tn 1645, the 
General Council of the Province resolved to issue a copper coinage tor nei = 
culation of the value .of 2d, 34., 6d. and 94., on which were to be impre 2 
two rings, one to contain the date. and thecsther a suitable -motts. These 
pieces, if. they” “were ever actually ‘coined, have net reached’ the Present time 

In 1661, the Assembly of Maryland, “by. reason of the great hind 
Colony in- trade for want of money,” erected a ‘mint, atid provided 
“coinage of silver money, of sterling alloy, af: the: rate” “of ntinepens 4 
fot_every shilling currency, and the smaller pietés.in th: -esamie ‘propaet on 
action, it will be observed, makes a difference. of eehey ies 
tween the ‘sterling. and the currenc, 
to five shilling: 
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\ then: cutrent in the. Cees: “was aad a. cnienition “what - - 
New “Englahd’ shillings “and sixpeices! were. 
ee nominal salu Tasch they were Feally: worth cightpence: and 
French towns, pieces “6f eight and TIX doWars: were to pass > for 
; ducatoons at seven shillings and sixpence; ~Spairis aly.” invfled Gore eras 
ts previously rated at four shillings and’ sixpence, then at tive shillmigs — 

ven and a melons, were now Lo pass current: oy: Sx ran ihe en ether: 































er "bene con these wired tobacco” aedetd enter. In the sane year baste 
nd flax were declared to be a legal tender for the payment of one-fourth of 
in debt: the former being estimated at ares and the latter at iour- 
nee per pound, 

For forging or clipping the coin made current in the Province, the Act of 
‘inflicts the following punishments: on a firs conyiction, whipping, crop- 
ng of the ears and pillorying; on the second offense, branding and banish- 
Such remained the law of the land until 1729, when, in consequence of 
i rr peste cut. into small pieces, halves, quarters, eighths and sixteenths, to 
























Septisicibion issued in the sinh year of Gika Anne, for astabbin bine 
rate of foreign coins in the American plantations, met in its workings 
some difficulties, to obviate which, Parliament, im 1707, enacted it into; a 
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ae err af fee Do6hars-as bemgy tise money whieh ‘Was most plen- 
i he Provence, awd with which the whabitants were best acquainted: 
pth yalue of; ace autos and. sixpeniee was Tes Ine the — 


eae ca tated in 1723 at five Shillimgs. ba - 
ay, the Maryland Assembly regulated the mianver in which tobaéed, as 
{ -teider ‘was to he offered and received in payment of debts, but the 
neglects t 16 mention the Yaie-at which it isto be-yained. This, however, 
find from a subsequent Act of the same/session: was about one penny per 
d, of fifty Shiltinus ‘entreney, eqnal to six<huddred pounds - oft tobacco: 


nty pounds eens OCHS were valued at five” thousand pounds. of the - . 


















gives: ‘an additional cenit fifteen ‘percent. “Ghee et sche monies: oat 


money. had not been ptéeviously: ‘exported front thé. Province; $0 that-on ita re 


in: the. sale: of the dollar: to. about bay eight: percent: 





-@8 duties “over ‘and above: the Udvanced rater established in 1708, The ‘person. 
who should ‘claim. the benefit of this law, - was. ‘obliged to make “oath ‘that. aS 


“turn it might: be entitled to'this allowance. This premium woald miake-a tise 
ot about - seven = 


rent, ‘feads ae Hollows: 
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In 1773, we find. the first and taka sesiig tinexpected. mention ‘made 
of the doHar being vained at seven shillings and-sixpence; thé rate at’ which it 
finally settled. In this year, (ch. xxx.,) we find an Act valuing tobacco” at one 
shilling and sixpence for twelve: pounds, which, being properly carried out, - 
will make the value of the dollar the amount above stated. An Act passed 
this session (ch. xxxiii.,) for the discharge of the public debts, provides for” 
their payment at the valuation of $1 2-3 im bills of credit for every one han- 
dred pounds. of tobacco, and the dollar to be equal to seven shillings aud six- 2 
pence. The exact time. when,.and: the reason why this ‘change took sea ; 
cannot with certainty be ascertained; only this result is known. 

‘Such aere the fluctuations of the dollar—established in 1686 at four. shill- 
nes and sixpence, in. 1708, at six shillaigs, and in 1773; appearing as seven 
shillings: «ind sixperes, “this latter walnation is followed by. the Act ‘of 1781, . 
after. the indepetdence sf the: State. which affixed rates. to foreign coins— 
thereafter*to be current. .The following was the ‘tabte adopted: a 
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Arabian chequins, 2 dwt. OF ASE Pez 
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1793 and discontinued in 1957: none 
were coined in 179%, 1799, 1801, 1812 
to 1824, 1827, 1830, 1837, 1838 and 
1839 The 1796 is the rarest*of the 
entire seriés, .and “an  «uncirculated 
specimen sold at auction in 1908 for 
$300.00. 


_ IMPORTANT FOREIGN SALES. 


Dr, Jacob Hirsch, the expert nu- 
mismatist of Munich, Germany, held 
a yery important sale of ancient coins 
on the 9th of November and follow- 
ing days. The sale consisted of over 
2,000 lots. The illustrated © cata- 
logue contains thirty-seven beautiful 
the 
coms and thereby making the cata- 
logue a valuable work of reference. 


On the 2ist of November, Herr 
Leo Hamburger, Frankfort a Main, 
“Germany, sold an important -col- 


lection of ancient aud modern “coins 
and medals, inclading -many —«peci- 
mens of great beauty and value. More 
than two thousand — lots. “Twenty: 
eight fine plates, illustrating the rarer 
coins and medals accompany the cat- 
alogue. 

Of interest to the waieiey. “af 
Améfican coleetors is ihe Sale to. be 
held in Jannaty. bythe ofd established 
firm of J. Schvinian; Anisterdanz, Hol- 
land. This sale imeliides a good col- 
lectionof United States “coms, the 
property: of Rev Paster jy of Cone. 
The Sale Cousist of itiere” 
tua twenty-five hardred ots im all’ © 
A catalogue with: thr-e* Tine’ plates 


“may be had from the cdfaloguer 
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John Beale Bordley (moved te Phila. in 1791) 

was from Maryland. (He lived on Wye Island) 

and came often to Phila. after he married a Mifflin 
in 1776. 

Pa. Mag. of Hist. & Biography, Vol. LKVI, 1. @» kik 
pe hlO-h1is 


This confirns his authorship of "On Monies, Coins, 


Weights & Meausres". 
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On Monies,Coins, Weights and Measures, 


proposed for the United States of America 
By John Beale Bordley (1727-180h) 


Philadelphia, Printed by Daniel Humphreys, in Front Street 
near the Drawbridge 1789 
peli2 
COPPER COINS 

A TREATISE on copper coin, as far as I know, is a new 
thing. There are reasons why these coins ought to be limited in 
their power. If they were to have the power to sink debts, as 
gold and silver have, they would be used vexatiously; and that 
would affect credits. Even if the forcing them in payments 
should be confined to 5 per cent. of debts, or be at all allewed 
of, it would have that tendeney: and a ereditor receiving a 
debt of 10,000 dollars, each cent thereof weighing 1h0 grains, 
at $ per centum, would be burdened with 500 dellars worth, that 
is 50,000 pieces of copper of the weight of 1000 avoirdupois 
pounds; which selling as old copper, although it be at 20 cents 
a pound, would make a loss of 20,000 sents on his whole claims 
and moreover would burden him with cartage, storage, and expences 
of sales; so that near 3 per cent. of his debt would be lost: 
whieh would affect commerce, especially with foreigners. An ordin- 
anee of the late Congress, enacts that the treasury, and if I 
rightly understand it,the proprietors of bullion carried te the 
mint, shall be paid 5 per cent. of their clains in copper conte. 
Ought those whe carry bullion te the mint, to be burdened with 
inconvenience? 

It is said, the late Congress contraeted for copper, to 
be soined at their mint and issued as above; and their ordinance 
seems to intend that the public mint shall have the coining of 
copper cents. It is proper it should be so, exclusively. Having 
found from the report of a committee of the General Assembly of 
New York, in 1787, that the best red copper in sheets costs, 
at the factories in England, lld sterling a pounds on which they 
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say the charges are 20 to 25 per sent, and that copper in mass, 
or old copper to be melted inte ingots and drawn into sheets in 
the plating mills costs 9d sterling - charges ineluded, I thereon 
make an estimate of the cost in coining copper cents, of 50 to 
the pound of copper, for a dollar worth 50d. sterling, thus: for 
a pound of copper, 2k cents; coining, 12 cents; together 36 cents, 
the cost. The pound of copper so coined passes for 50 cents. = 
fhe ordinance of the late Congress says, 2% lbs. of copper shall 
be coined into 100 wath eiig (for a dollar of the value of S2d.qee— 
sterling value) at which rate each cent weighs 157% grains, The 
old English halfpennies, I suspect, weigh about 166 grains. I 
have one whieh weighs 156 grains and appears to be true Tower 
coin, such as were not uncommon fifty years since; it is, howe. 
ever, so worn that the impressions ere nearly lost: it there~« 
fore may be presumed that it weighed 8 or 10 grains more when 
news the Britannia side is quite smooth - the other side faintly 
shews the impression ef a head or heads in the manner of a William 
and Mary halfpence. The New-York committee further report, that 
48 genuine British halfpence, when new, weigh 1 lb. avoirdupois, 
each piece 146 grains; 60 Birmingham coppers, are 1 lb. or 
116% grains each: end het genuine Jersey coppers are 1 1b. or 
151 grains, each. 

The thought enterteined by some of making the copper 
cent to be of intrinsic value, is alarming; as it threatens a 
design to enforce a base and cumbersome metal in discharge of 
debts. The copper cent in that case must be 2$ times as large 
as is proposed at present, or 350 grains. Why encrease an ocium, 
or over busily adventure on a hazardous innovation in a delicate 
affair? 

Gopper coin, from the baseness of its metal, is not 
proper for a money to be forced on creditors. It is to be con- 


sidered merely as a convenient substitute in the closing @ pay- 


ment, for want of silver coin small enough for minute fractional 
purposes: as such it is voluntarily received. Nucksters shoose 


to receive it, as do others, otcasionally, in small sums as is 
convenient to them. There would be no need of copper coins, 
were it not that cents and pence would be in too small pieses, 
for preservation, when in silver; wherefore the base and bulky 
metal was introduced, merely for small change. If, however it 
shall be thought proper to give to copper any force, - which it 
is wished may be never attempted, it ought to be, if possible, 
without injury or alarm to ¢rediteors. Forced payments in copper 
may in that case be limited to 5 or at most 9 cents on the close 
of full payments, large or small: on the payment of 10,000 dollars, 
no more to be forced on the creditor than in a case of the least 
sumg because there is true and honest money in gold and silver 
of standard intrinsic rakes as low as ten or 5 cents, and the 
coppers are no further useful than for closing the fractional 
balance. If the necessity of a copper coinage can be aveided, it 
may be considered how far it would answer to coin cents in pieces 
of silver, whose periphery is enlarged by forming them into a 
sort of rings with milled edges or eoined surfaces: or rather 
the composition called billon may be coined, solid as are common 
copper halfpenece: it is more valuable than copper alone, being 
of copper and silver, yet bulky enough to be easily preserved. 
4 billon-cent of a 50d. dollar, half copper and half silver, which 
is the exact mint alloy for fine gold would be near as large 
as a quarter of a Spanish dollar. But copper cents, the size, 
very nearly of an English halfpenny, with its division into half 
pieces of 5 mills, are preferable to billion cents, and to small 
rings worth a cent each, as these would be too slender. The half 
cent in copper would be about the size of a farthing English. 

On the whole of what I ean collect concerning copper 


coins, it seems, they do not pass so much because of their small 


intrinsic worth, as by common consent induced by a degree of necessity, 
merely as they are tokens for fractional sums which cannet be 
well issued in real money of the precious metals. This inference 
is coumtemanced by the considerable deviations in their weights, 
when issued even by the authority of nations tenacious of their 
character, English halfpennies of pure copper have been issued 
from the English mint of the contents of 156, if not 166, down 
to 146 grains, as they now are and have been upwards of sixty 
years: and base copper issued by private ecoiners light as 116 
grains, by consent, have passed currently as the best, to a vast 
amount, and great loss of the community. The quantity of metal 
appointed by public authority to be contained in copper coins, 
being a good deal arbitrary, the American States may have their 
cent coin, of fine copper, that shall nearly have the weight 
of a British halfpenny: The British halfpenny weighs 1h6 grains 
of fine copper. 

fwo pounds of copper will give 100 cents, eigh weighing 
140 grains. The cents, for a device, may have a man, on one side 
eof them, erect, comfortably cloathed, and holding a spade in his 
hands read, - Fro. Indust. Cents beco. Bag. = On the reverse, of 
this base coin - 8 sein that cannot well be deemed money, instead 
of the eagle let there be, on the margin of the cent, this read- 
ing: - "United States of America"; - and in the middle of the 
‘piece read - "Cent", There will be a fair blank between the 
readings: which may be lightly ornamented or left blank, or crowded 


in Gothic taste - if it be the taste. 


Footnote on page ih. 


* The undermentioned copper coins, weigh as follows: 


+ 


4 


A.D. Grae 
Produit des mines de France 1727 = 182 
Liard de France 1698 = 5k 
Vir ginia halfpenny 1773 - 120 
Ue. 1783 = 1h5 
1/h Stuber 176 = 38 
Spanish milled piece L77h © 17h 
English halfpenny, worn smooth = 156 
Ditto, new and bright, never circulated 1729 = 116 
Bight Birmingham coppers, average - 116 


Quere, whether this piece is of the compos= 
ition called billion? 


This is from a barrel of halfpence imported by the late 
Mr. Bennet of Wye, from England, above 0 years ago; and 
I am favoured with it by his executor. 


The fairest sort of Birmingham coppers that are now in 
circulation. - The coined impressions are goed and plain. 
Two of them shew partial marks of sand: - therefore, I 
presume, they are first cast into blanks of the proper 
size, and then coineds which saves expense of rolling 

the copper inte plates, cutting them, &c. 
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ANNAPOLIS 
There is nothing more easy to be observed than that great 


Numbers of Copper Pence, or English Half pence, are crowding in 
upon us, and many of them Counterfeits, by which some must sooner 
or later suffer Loss, in Proportion to the Number they possess. 
There has lately been great Stir and Tumult in New York (where they 
used to go at a Penny a piece) on the crying them down to fourteen 
for a Shilling of those which were Good; the vast Quantities which 
they had there passing among them, obliging them to make use of 
Wheelbarrows and Carts in carrying Payments. And, without any great 
Spirit of Prophecy, it is easy to foretell, that in this Province 
we shall be under the like Inconveniency, if a stop is not soon 

put to their present imaginary Worth, beside our having been 
drain'd of good Money, in Proportion to the Quantity which is or 
may be brought among us. To render this Inconveniency, Fraud, 
Iniquity, or whatever the Reader shall think proper to call it, 
plain and obvious to the meanest Capacity, we shall only instance 
in One Shilling Sterling, which passes for Eighteen Pence Currency: 
With Eighteen Pence Currency, or One Shilling Sterling, we can 

buy Four Dozen and Six Eggs, at Four Pence a Dozen their Common 
Price; and, with Eighteen Coppers, which at best is but Nine Pence 
Sterling, we can purchase the like Quantity; a manifest Loss some- 
where of Twenty five per Cent, or Three Pence in a Shilling. As 

it is much better and easier to prevent than to cure, it is sub- 
mitted to the Public, Whether NOW is not the Time, before we have 
greater Numbers palm'd upon us, One and All, to pay and receive 
good English Halfpence at Fifteen for a Shilling; but as for the 
bad Ones they are not worth Three Pence a Dozen, if any Thing at 
all, In New York, where Halfpence now pass Fourteen for a Shilling, 
a Pistole passes for Twenty Eight Shillings, and a Piece of Bight 
for Eight Shillings; here every Body knows they pass for less," 
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I appreciate your comments on my manuscript, and will gledly 
welcome any further suggestions you may make. Please believe 
me when I say that I did not mean to be forward or presump- 
tuous in mentioning the Smith Numbers. Many months of hard 
work have gone into this research and I tossed that in as a 
means of protection. 


Old & Rare 
Documents 


Please advise me on which Certificate the "Death to Counter- 
feit" inscription appears. I will most certainly want to 
make this correction. Even with all of the work I have done 
I will be the first to admit that there is much more yet for 
me to learn. I hope it will always remain so, for then I 
will continue to ask. 


Re the L322 of halfpence, I quotes: "..... The servants taken 
over were bound to the freeholders for several years, and 

were paid small wages. Since the freeholders went on their 

own resources and took hired servants with them it was 
necessary to have a circulating medium in the colony. Accord- 
ingly, in 1734 the trustees sent a ton and a half of copper 
half pence for use in the colony. These cost L322. ....." 
This is from "The Early Colonial Money System of Georgia", by 
W. E. Heath, page 149, Volume 19, Georgia Historical Quarterly, 
June 1935, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia. 


The 1777 Certificate which you sent is a satisfactory exchange. 
Thank you. 


I would appreciate your comments on my evaluations. They may 
be far off, but it is my opinion that there is probably not 
more than 500 pieces of Georgia currency available to collect- 
ors. Of course, I do not know the extent of your collection 
or I might change my mind. 


Looking forward to further comment from you. 


Sincerely, 






Wi —- YH wee ~~ 
“Tf I’ Old, Rare, or Onusuai—iI Lither Have It or I Want It”” 
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